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New Year’s Resolutions 
As we enter 2024, I believe it is helpful to reflect on our faith and set goals for  
ourselves as children of God. In the New Testament God uses His apostles to  
encourage Christians to refrain from sinful activities and focus on ways to live their 
Christian life. For some people, the New Years goal may be to return to God’s 
house, or become more faithful in attendance. When we come to worship, we are 
putting first things first in our lives. We listen to God’s Word, receive His absolution 
and receive His sacraments for our spiritual health. Jesus invites us to “seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness… Matthew 6:33. The Psalmist said, “I 
was glad when they said to me, let us go into the house of the Lord. Ps. 122:1. 
God’s Third Commandment instructs us to “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it 
holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a  
Sabbath to the Lord your God… For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. Exodus 20:8-11”Make it your aim to 
gather with fellow Christians to hear God’s Word, to sing His praises and grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3:18. 
Another goal you can set for yourself is to read the Bible daily. The Bereans 
“searched the Scriptures daily.” Acts 17:11. Taking time to read a chapter or more a 
day is a good way to spend time to reflect on God’s work among His people. Jesus 
stated: “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the 
truth and the truth will set you free.” John 8:31. Knowing the Bible also keeps you 
from being misled, Acts 20:30 and helps us grow as a child of God 1 Peter 2:2. 
Another goal is to set apart time for prayer. We are encouraged to worry less and 
pray more as God’s children. Paul instructs us: “do not be anxious about anything 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7 Jesus said a 
parable about a persistent widow that begins: “And He told them a parable to the 
effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. Luke 10:1. The Psalmist 
provides direction with the habit of prayer: “Evening, and morning, and at noon, I 
utter my complaint and moan, and he hears my voice. Ps. 55:17. “Seven times a 
day I praise You for Your righteous rules.” Ps. 119:164 “Pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.“ 
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 “Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver you 
and you shall glorify Me.” Ps. 50:15. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 “I urge that supplications,  
prayers, intercession, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all 
who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and  
dignified in every way.” 1 Timothy 2:1-2 When the disciples asked Jesus how to 
pray, He instructed them teaching them to the pray the Lord’s Prayer. Our Father….  
Martin Luther also instructs us on daily prayers in his small catechism. The life of a 
Christian includes time for prayer. 
You are a living witness of your faith in the way you live your life. We live as  
Christians to show our love toward God and our love toward one another. Our  
ultimate goal is to give glory to God for His love for us. We place our confidence on 
Jesus’ death and resurrection for our salvation. God completed His goal of  
redeeming His people. He seeks our love for Him in our lives and He promises to 
bring us to our eternal home with Him in heaven. 
We look forward to our Lord’s leading in 2024 and we place our lives and His church 
in His hands. May He bless us and keep in this coming year. 
Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Nathan Janssen 



CHURCH ATTENDANCE AT  
PRINCE OF PEACE FOR  

DECEMBER 2023 
     2022 + Virtual     2023 + Virtual 
Nov 29 & Dec 3      147 + 70              123 + 158 
Dec 6 & 10       234 + 79         161 + 230 
Dec 13 & 17      164 + 54         257 + 173 
Dec 20 & 24      260 + 75 
Dec 27 & 31      
Average for month 201 + 69 

(Dec 13 includes Daycare Christmas  
Program) 

Average Year total 139       

 

Those Serving  
at Prince of Peace 

January 2024 
 

Elders and Ushers 
Wednesday Noon 
12/27 John Taylor 
1/3 Dennis Eickhoff  
1/10 John Taylor 
1/17 John Taylor  
1/24 John Taylor 
1/31 John Taylor 
Sunday 9 am 
1/7 Ben Sheldon, Joe Mann 
1/14 Spencer Bailey, Neill Hully, 
 Peter Green 
1/21 Tom Jackson, Kevin Raney 
1/28 Sam Rinehart, Duane Otte 
 
Acolytes 
1/7 Leighanne Hully 
1/14 Landon Johnson 

1/21 Jacob Mann 
1/28 Piper Petersen 
 
Altar Guild 
Sandy Burrow, Lucy Rike & Laurie  
Johnson 
 
Greeters 
Wednesday Noon   
1/3 Sandra Burrow 
1/10 Lois Lambert 
1/17 Tom & Barb Gray 
Sunday 9 am 
1/7  Randy & Jane Roberts 
1/14 Becky Waite 
1/21 Dave & Rose Hutton 
1/28 Tom & Sue Jackson 
 
Fellowship Treats 
1/7 Darlene Parkhurst 
1/14 Darlene Parkhurst 
1/21 Darlene Parkhurst 
1/28 Darlene Parkhurst 
 
Nursery 
1/7 Becky Waite 
1/14 Katherine Satter 
1/21 Jessica Hunt 
1/28 Lyna Rinehart 
 

2024 Flower Chart is now  

available in the narthex. 

Sign up ! 

Thank you,  

Greendell supporters! 
In mid-November we received a 

check from our friends at Greendell 

Landscape Solutions for $60.23.  If 

you shopped at Greendell in 2023 

and took the time to mention Prince 

of Peace as you checked out, thank 

you!  Keep Greendell in mind as you 

begin your spring planting in 2024 as 

we will participate again and be sure 

to thank this local business for their 

support. 

Ben Sheldon 

Sheldonfarmsllc@gmail.com 

 Daycare kitchen upgrade 
coming soon! 
We are excited to announce that the 
daycare kitchen will soon have a 
brand new commercial-grade  
double oven, thanks to the  
generosity of an anonymous donor. 
This addition will make daily  
meal-prep so much easier for our 
staff! Thank you to Pastor Janssen, 
Andrew Asher, Aaron Boler, and 
Charlie Long for tackling much of 
the prep work that needed to be  
accomplished before the oven can 
be installed. 

Volunteer needed 
Beth and Sharon are looking for a 
willing individual or 2 to take our  
paper recycling once a week. There 
is a paper-only recycle container in 
the parking lot at Martinsville High 
School. We would gather the paper 
for you and you can take it at your 
convenience. If you can help, please 
email or call the office. Thank you! 

2024 Indiana March for Life, Monday, January 22 
You are invited to join hundreds of Hoosiers in downtown Indianapolis as 
we march for a culture for life on Monday, January 22. The march begins at 
1:45 p.m. at Georgia and Illinois Streets, followed by a rally at the Indiana 
Statehouse at 2:30 p.m.  

Indiana Pacers Faith & Family event  
Sunday, February 25  
Spend an evening with your church family as we watch our  
Indiana Pacers host the Dallas Mavericks on Sunday, February 
25 with tipoff at 5:00 p.m. Tickets are $35 each and include a food and  
beverage voucher, Pacers gift voucher, and a post-game concert. Watch for 
a sign-up sheet by mid-January! 

Members donate $25 to the church when they have  Jan 3 - 7 - Open, sign up now 

signed up for flowers for the altar.     Jan 10—14 - Loren & Val Heinlen for  

Thank you:       daughter, Emily Davis, birthday 

       Jan 17 - 21 - Open, sign up now 

       Jan 24 - 28 - Open, sign up now 

          Jan 31 - Feb 4—Open, sign up now 



Lutheran Favorite Recipes 
This month’s recipe is the yummy  

salad brought to the POP  

Thanksgiving Dinner by Liz Bailey.  

Thank you Liz! 

SALAD 

Salad greens (original recipe calls for 

endive and arugula… Liz used “spring 

mix” from the store) 

Honey crisp apples 

Candied walnuts (you can obviously 

buy these, I tend to make them  

myself:  toast nuts light tin pan, add 

just enough butter to melt and lightly 

coat nuts, add honey or brown sugar,  

stirring regularly so it doesn’t burn for 

5ish minutes, then spread out on 

parchment to cool) 

DRESSING: 

1/2 c. Olive oil 

1/4 c. Apple cider vinegar 

2 1/2 tbs. Honey 

1 tsp each of cinnamon, cumin, salt, 

and pepper 

(Pro tip:  I like to double or triple my 

batches of dressing and nuts so that 

whenever I want to make this salad it’s 

extra easy because all I have to do is 

get the greens and chop up some  

apples!  I just keep them in the fridge 

and they last for a good long while.  

The honey and oil in the dressing do 

solidify...so you just have to remember 

to take it out 

to come to 

room temp 

earlier in the 

day) 

2023 Bethlehem Walk—THANK YOU & follow-up meeting 
 

 

While we do not have an exact count of those who attended last month’s  

Bethlehem Walk, we estimate that around 1,800 visitors came—more than we’ve 

ever had!  Our hope is that lives were touched by this event, faith strengthened, 

and the love and all-availing sacrifice of our Savior Jesus Christ known to all who 

attended.  We wish to thank everyone who had any part in bringing this event to 

fruition and invite you to mark SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2024 on your calendar 

for the 12th annual Bethlehem Walk.  Thank you to those who have returned 

their Bethlehem Walk yard signs.  If you still have yours at home, please  

return it ASAP!  Please check your inbox for a follow-up survey if you took part in 

the Bethlehem Walk.  There is a paper version in the narthex as well.  We will also 

have a follow-up meeting on Wednesday, January 10 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss 

ways we can adapt to accommodate our larger numbers as well as any other  

improvements for 2024.  Please attend if you can! 



January 

1 Genesis 1-3 

2 Genesis 4-7 

3 Genesis 8-11  

4 Job 1-5  

5 Job 6-9  

6 Job 10-13 

7 Job 14-16 

8 Job 17-20 

9 Job 21-23 

10 Job 24-28 

11 Job 29-31 

12 Job 32-34 

13 Job 35-37 

14 Job 38-39 

15 Job 40-42 

16 Genesis 12-15 

17 Genesis 16-18 

18 Genesis 19-21 

19 Genesis 22-24 

20 Genesis 25-26 

21 Genesis 27-29 

22 Genesis 30-31 

23 Genesis 32-34 

24 Genesis 35-37 

25 Genesis 38-40 

26 Genesis 41-42 

27 Genesis 43-45 

28 Genesis 46-47 

29 Genesis 48-50 

30 Exodus 1-3 

31 Exodus 4-6 

In 2024 we suggest reading the Bible in chronological  

order, sequencing events and books as they occurred in 

real time. 

And So They Had None mystery dinner will be 

coming to POP, April 26, 2024…. 

January Celebrations 
Happy Birthday      Happy Anniversary 

1 Nathan Rinehart       27 Dave & Penny Rinehart 

2 Duane Otte               

5 Nash Harris               

7 Stan Mattila               

 Paula Yocum 

8 Annabelle Bennington 

 Pam Jenkins 

10 Emily Davis 

11 Aviana McClish 

12 Patricia Grafton 

13 Hazel Katter 

14 Robin Will 

16 Barb Gray 

17 Spencer Bailey 

 Shane Denney 

 Michael Fish 

 Justin Gadberry 

 Elizabeth Gray 

18 Fred Ruf 

 Matt Waite 

19 Hattie Rockhill 

20 Colleen Drake 

 Kevin Raney 

21 Beth Mattila 

 Donna Rhoades 

22 Taylor Drake 

23 Thomas Chamberlain 

 Jane Roberts 

24 Eleanor Bailey 

26 Rayne Heinz 

28 Terry Frederick 

 Cavan Montgomery 

 Ruth Ribley 

29 Jennifer Davis 

 Hannah Janssen 

30 Tatum Harris 

Thank you for 

the Christmas 

gifts and 

cards.  It is a 

joy to work 

among such 

loving and caring people and 

to be a part of our  ministry 

here at Prince of Peace. 

 Sharon and Beth 
 

2024 Offering Envelopes 
The offering envelopes have been placed in your church 

mailboxes.  If you have any questions or concerns, 

please contact the church office. 

Baby Bottle Campaign for Clarity Pregnancy Centers 
In 2024 we will support the work of our Clarity Pregnancy Centers through its Sanctity of 
Human Life Sunday baby bottle campaign. Baby bottles will be available in the narthex 
by January 21.Take a bottle home, fill it with loose cash or coins, and return the bottle 
when the campaign ends in February.  Each and every baby bottle that comes back to 
Clarity is essential to providing the funding they need to grow their services: to provide 
pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, material needs, STI testing and treatment, and loving 
counseling to the clients who come to any of their 10 centers. Your donations also allow 
Clarity to offer healing groups to the ever-growing population of women and men who 
have been impacted by past abortion, sexual abuse, infant loss, or codependency, and 
to equip their passionate, committed educators to present Sexual Risk Avoidance  
programs to area students. 



January 2024 
Youth Group Notes  
The POP Youth Group is open to all youth in Grades  
7-12.  If you are interested in further details about the 
activities listed below, please contact Sharon Raney 
(765-516-4108). 
Youth Group Activities -  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Open Youth Group Room, every Wednesday from 
3:00—5:30 pm 
Our normal YG time will resume on Wednesday, Jan. 3.  
Come as you can, enjoy some snacks and good WiFi, and 
just relax for a while! 
Youth Group open swim & gym at Morgan Co. YMCA 
January 14 
We’ll have the Y to ourselves on Saturday evening,  
January 14, youth group!  Invite a friend or two to join you 
for an evening of fun from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  The pool will be 
open (bring your suit and a towel) as well as the gym.   
Pizza and drinks will also be available.  There is no charge 
to attend, just come and beat the mid-winter blahs! 
Chili Cookoff February 4 

Attention all potential 2025 LCMS Youth Gathering 
participants!  Did you know it costs approximately 
$1,500 per person to attend the Gathering in 
2022?  While we expect families attending to cover 

part of the expense, we rely on our fundraising efforts to 
provide most of the money necessary to make this  
experience a reality for our youth wishing to go.  So...plan 
to be at this year’s awesome Chili Cookoff to help out! 

Concordia Seminary Prayerfully Consider 
Weekend March 14-16, 2024 
So you want to be a pastor or a deaconess and you’ve 
discussed this with your pastor. You’ve talked with your 
family about changing vocations and about the move to 
the Seminary. You’ve prayed to the Lord for wisdom and 
guidance. You have heard and answered our Lord’s  
command, to “pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into His harvest” (Matthew 9:38). So, 
where do you go from here? Prayerfully Consider is a  
biannual event designed to give future pastors and  
deaconesses a first-hand look at Concordia Theological 
Seminary. During this free weekend, you attend classes, 
talk with current students, meet the faculty, and worship in 
Kramer Chapel. You also hear from CTSFW personnel 
who are on hand to make your transition to seminary life 
easier. You will learn about financial aid, housing, and the 
Food and Clothing Co-op. You will meet fellow brothers 
and sisters who are contemplating these vocations, just as 
you are. There is a tour of our campus highlighting the  
historical and theological aspects of our facilities. There is 
also a driving tour of the city of Fort Wayne where you can 
explore the Seminary’s broader environs, its public and 
private schools, parks, and residential areas. Prayerfully 
Consider affords a vivid picture of what life as a CTSFW 
student preparing for the diaconal or pastoral ministry 
looks like. It is a time to have questions answered and to 
find encouragement from those who have already taken a 
step forward toward the Seminary. 
We invite you to become a part of 
this informative and impactful  
weekend. Go to www.ctsfw.edu to 
learn more and to register. 

2024 Bible Bowl AND Chili Cookoff Sunday, February 4 
This year we will again combine two of our traditional winter events into one on Sunday, February 4. You can sign up to 
be on a Bible Bowl team, sign up to enter a chili in the cookoff, or both. OR you may simply attend to be a part of our 
Bible Bowl cheer team and chili taster club! The Bible Bowl portion of our event will begin following worship on Feb. 4 
with the chili tasting immediately following. Below are details you need to know for each part of this year’s event. 
Bible Bowl—Gather a team and be a part of our 35

th
 Bible Bowl! This year’s Bible Bowl will cover 

___________________. If you don’t wish to be on one of our teams, that is fine – you will have the opportunity to be 
engaged without competing. There is a signup sheet at the information center for all those forming a team.  
Chili Cookoff—It’s time to award the Golden Cooking Pot to the winner of the 17th Annual Chili Cook-off in Luther Hall.  
The winner of the cookoff will have his or her name forever engraved on the highly coveted Golden Cooking Pot (won by 
Rusty Hunt in 2023). The prize will go to the chili that raises the most money in tokens.  When you come to the cook-off 
you will purchase tokens (1 token=$0.50, 12 tokens=$5.00, 25 tokens=$10.00).  Each token buys you a taste of 
someone’s chili.  You can also donate tokens to your favorite one.  As the tokens are tallied, the winner will be the one 
with the most!  All proceeds from the contest will go toward the youth group’s trip to the LCMS 2025 Youth Gathering in 
New Orleans. Sign up to participate at the Information Center, or come ready to taste and select the BEST chili in  
Martinsville! Look for a form in your church mailbox later in January to pre-purchase tokens. 

Life Sunday 2024 – January 21 – Just As I Am!  Just As I Am … its beloved lines memorably testify to 
the sanctity of every human life. Almighty God does “receive, welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve ”each member of our 
race with the heart of a Heavenly Father and the arms of a Gracious Savior. No ages, appearances, or abilities, no  
impairments or illnesses, not even guilt and grief can exclude from a place in His kingdom and a part in His family. We 
get to rejoice in our own lives and in our neighbors as gift and privilege. If our Lord’s forgiving favor can overcome sinful 
failures, then His lavish love will more than make up for human limitations. “Just” has become an especially precious 
word for Lutherans. Its verb “justify” occupies the heart of the Gospel. The Holy One Himself gives the reason for every 
existence by declaring humankind righteous for the sake of Jesus Christ. “Just” means “worthy,” but it also means 
“barely.” Any humanity from fertilization to final breath amounts to enough. God’s creating work, redeeming labors, and 
calling activities never come up short. Persons undergoing surprise pregnancy, experiencing disability, or suffering  
terminal diagnosis matter as much as you and me. Indeed, they matter as much as the Son of Man, since Jesus  
incarnates all of our conditions and carries every sorrow. Even when human mouths cannot utter “I am,” Lord God lends 
them His own likeness and proclaims, “I AM!” We Lutherans love life because He first loved all.  “For we are his  
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them.” (Ephesians 2:10)  For more information on life issues or to donate, visit www.lutheransforlife.org.  

http://www.ctsfw.edu
http://www.lutheransforlife.org


Bible Bowl  
This year’s Bible Bowl will be held on Sunday, February 4th, following worship and cover Galatians. 

10 true/false; 10 multiple choice, and 10 fill in the blank questions have been written.  Teams of 4 will work together to 

answer the questions.  At the end of the Bowl there will be one victorious team.  Their name(s) will be placed on our  

Bible Bowl plaque.  Gather 3 of your friends to join in the competition.   The Bible Bowl will be followed by the always 

fun Chili Cookoff.  Even if you are not on a team, you can root on your favorite team and test your own knowledge of 

these books.  Copies of the books will be available in the narthex on the information center.  Thank you in advance for 

being a part of Bible Bowl 2024! 

Previous books and winners are listed below:  

1989 1
st
 & 2

nd
 Peter  Sunday School Teachers 

1990 Philippians  Sunday School Teachers 

1991  Galatians  Elders 

1992 1,2,3 John  Sunday School Teachers 

1993 Romans  LWML 

1994 1 & 2 Timothy  Sunday School Teachers 

1995 Ephesians  Sunday School Teachers 

1996 Matthew  Taylors & Rineharts 

1997 Luke   Huttons & Hunts 

1998 Colossians  Rose Hutton, Hazel Katter, Hunts 

1999 Daniel   Huttons & Hunts 

2000 Zechariah  Katter, Buetow, Sheldons    

2001 1 Corinthians  Huttons/Hunts     

2002 Mark   Dowbnias & Taylors     

2003 John   Dowbnias & Taylors    

2004 2 Corinthians  Katters & Sheldons 

2005 Zechariah  Stouts, John Taylor, Pam Kepley 

2006 Hebrews  Al & Karen Dowbnia, Della Delaney 

2007 Genesis 1-25  Hunts & Huttons 

2008 Exodus 1-20  Hunts & Huttons 

2009 Zephaniah/Haggai Uebels, John Taylor, Debbie Burden 

2010 Acts   Hunts & Huttons 

2011 Romans  Uebels, John Taylor, Debbie Burden 

2012 1&2 Thess./Titus Dowbia, Janssen, Mariner, Sundell 

2013 Ruth/James/Jude ` Hunts, Rusty, Shana & Jessica & Austin Runkle  

2014 Song of Solomon John Taylor, Pam Kepley, Adi Brown, Katherine Satter   

2015 Jonah & Malachi The Hunkeles:  Jessica Hunt, Shana Hunt, Rusty Hunt, Austin Runkel  

2016 Esther   Hadassah Harem:  John Taylor, Debbie Burden, Sam Rinehart, Lyna Rinehart 

2017 The Book of Revelation The Mighty Angels:  Darlene & George Parkhurst, Josh, Rusty & Shana Hunt 

2018 Deuteronomy 1-15 Tim & Susan James and George & Darlene Parkhurst  

2019 Luther’s Small Catechism The Angels:  Shana Hunt, Josh Hunt, Austin Runkel & John Taylor 

2020 Romans  Sam, Lyna & Nathan Rinehart and Josh Hunt 

2021 Postponed/cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions.  See you at the next Bible Bowl. 

2022 1 & 2 Timothy  Shana, Josh, & Jessica Hunt 

2023 Gospel of John  Catechism C2.0 Duane, Cassie & Taylor Otte 

2024 Galatians   Your name can be here.  Form a team and enjoy the competition. 

    

 2024 National Lutheran Schools Week Jan. 21-27: Connected 
National Lutheran Schools Week is an annual celebration that promotes the important role of Lutheran 
schools in the United States and around the world. The theme for the 2023–2024 school year  
celebration is “Connected,” inspired by John 15:5: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” The 
theme “Connected” emphasizes the importance of staying connected to God and to one another when 
we face challenges and difficulties and when we share in joys and triumphs! It encourages Lutheran schools to continue 
to cultivate an environment of faith, love and fellowship, where students can learn, grow and thrive. Our students will be 
celebrating with various activities the week of January 21-27. Please keep our school ministry in your prayers. 







“This is My Son whom I 

love; with Him I am well 

pleased.” 

Matthew 3:17 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

3496 E Morgan St, Martinsville, IN  46151 

Rev. Nathan Janssen 

Church 765-342-2004 

School 765-349-8873 

Daycare 765-342-2220 

          Church email popchurchlcms@hotmail.com 

          Fax 765-813-0036 

          Website www.popmartinsville.org 

Coming Events to Note on Your Church Calendar 

January 
1-2—Winter Break (no school) 

3—School resumes 

14—YG at YMCA 

15—MLK Day (no school) 

21-26—National Lutheran Schools’ 

Week 

28 YG meeting 

 

February 
4—Bible Bowl & Chili Cookoff  

13 & 14—School Valentine’s Day Parties 

19—President’s Day (no school) 

14—Ash Wednesday 

21—Lenten Soup Supper 

25—Pacers Faith & Family Night 

26—YG meeting 

28—Lenten Soup Supper 

 

March 
4—2024-25 School Registration begins 

6—Lenten Soup Supper 

7—Grandparents’ Day (pres) 

8—Grandparents’ Day (prek) 

13—Lenten Soup Supper 

20—Lenten Soup Supper 

18 - 22—Spring Break (No school) 

24—Palm Sunday 

31—Easter 


